
ABSTRACT : Women comprise about 43 per cent of the global agricultural labour force. Their participation in agriculture
and rural economies, vary considerably between and within regions. Even within regions their participation varies
based on land holding status of farm/household and the crop cultivated by them. The present investigation was
undertaken to study the socio- personal characteristics and participation level of women involved in chilli cultivation.
This study was conducted in Kundgol taluk of Dharwad district in Karnataka purposively as it is the highest chilli
growing area. Five villages were selected randomly and from each village 30 farm women were selected making a sample
of 150. Personal interview method was used to collect the data and suitable statistical tools were used for analyzing the
data. The study revealed that majority if the respondents were growing ByadagiKaddi variety of chilli. The respondents
were mainly between the ages of 36-50 with low level of education. They were from joint and medium sized families.
Their average land holding was less than five acres with an annual family income of less than Rs. 1,32,000. The
extension participation was low while social participation was high.The participation index for pre sowing and sowing
operations was 62.69, for inter culture operations it was  61.63 and for harvesting and post harvesting operation it was
72.49. The overall index was 65.88 meaning that nearly 66 per cent of all activities are carried out by women, it being
higher in post-harvest activities than other activities. A high participation implies that there is increasing feminization
of agriculture. The programmes and policies of government often biased in favour of men should target farm women.
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